THIS MESSAGE IS BEING SENT VIA THE HR COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

PLEASE IMMEDIATELY DELIVER COPIES TO:
Plant Managers

Personnel Directors

Resident Comptrollers

Plan Benefits / Health Care Administrators

Local Union Benefit Representatives (where applicable)

Date:
February 24, 2005

Subject:
Issuance of New Medical ID Cards Without Social Security Numbers


(HC-05-02)
Please provide copies of this message and attachments to Local Union Officials and Local Union Benefit Representatives, as applicable, as soon as possible.

Over the next few months, employees and retirees enrolled in the following health care options will receive new ID cards from their medical carriers (Blue Cross & Blue Shield or United Health Care), which will include alternative identification numbers in place of Social Security Numbers:


Hourly Traditional Care Network
Salaried Basic Medical Plan


Hourly PPO
Salaried Enhanced Medical Plan



Salaried PPO

Removing Social Security Numbers from medical ID cards is a national trend by most health care carriers.  GM supports this effort as part of its long-term commitment to address concerns by employees, unions and government regulators over the public distribution of personal information, including Social Security Numbers.

Despite the removal of Social Security Numbers from medical ID cards, the collection and use of Social Security Numbers will continue to be required for other non-public health care administrative purposes.
